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wing of the party in its opposition to the prime minister. He
was by no means representative of all the Roman Catholic
ecclesiastics. In particular Archbishop Cltme of Western
Australia supported the policy of Hughes. Twenty years
later a portion of the hierarchy exerted an influence on that
section of Labour which leaned to isolationism in foreign
policy and which was critical of sanctions against Italy in
the Abyssinian episode. The fact that many Roman Catholic
workers traditionally vote for Labour introduces a sectarian
heterogeneity into the party and doubtless on the whole
exerts a conservative influence upon its tactics and policies.
Moreover, since the Roman Catholic community represents
less than 20 per cent of the nation, any alleged entente between
it and Labour has probably tended to weaken the party
among non-Catholic voters.13
Apart from the ultimate objective of its formal pro-
grammes, the Labour party in sundry, ways has furthered
social services in order to satisfy that humanitarian desire
for a better society which is a driving force behind the working-
class movement. In Commonwealth and states it vigilantly
guards arbitration and wage-fixing, views these institutions
as the sheet-anchor of its standard of life, and has long de-
fended social insurance, including motherhood and childhood
endowment. In all the states it favoured and established
many forms of public ownership, notably in Queensland
where it brought under government management some cattle
stations, meat shops, a fish market, coal mines, sawmills,
and timber yards. During the years of depression after 1929
when the party suffered defeat, many of these enterprises were
resold to private entrepreneurs. New South Wales entered
upon similar experiments under the same drive. But Labour
is only partly responsible for the extensive government
ownership throughout the Australian community. It has
done little more than quicken a development fostered by the
hard circumstances of the physical environment, and in
recent years its early enthusiasm for public ownership has
waned.
All important sections of the Labour party have been
13H. V. Evatt, Australian Labour Leader, chap. LVI.